
Dear Verona Families,  

The Board of Education Bond referendum, voted on and passed in November, has provided the 

funding to do extensive work in all of the Verona Public Schools during the summer vacation. 

That means the school facilities should be in great shape for the fall of 2020. 

Three weeks ago, I was given confirmation from our School Superintendent, Dr. Rui Dionisio, 

the Recreation Department Summer Playgrounds program will have no access to Verona’s 

schools this summer. The construction process and equipment pose an unsafe situation for the 

recreation summer program participants.  

The Recreation Department has had about 500 children in five Playground programs in five 

Verona schools in the past summers. Those sites have been Summer Adventure at VHS, Junior 

Adventure at HBW, Elementary Zone at FNB, Primary Park at Laning and Tot Lot at Brookdale. 

This summer of 2020, we do not have access to any of the Verona schools. 

We have searched for alternate facilities such as the local churches and even Caldwell 

University. Although met with understanding of our situation, there were no facilities appropriate 

and available to us during the time frame needed. 

So, we looked at the VCC complex and determined that three of the five programs can be 

housed here. Unfortunately, we do not have space for two of the programs.  

We can fit the pre-K children (age 4 by October 1, 2020) and children in (as of fall 2020) 

Kindergarten, 1st grade, 2nd grade, 3rd grade, and 4th grade into the three playground 

programs (Tot Lot, Primary Park & Elementary Zone) at the Verona Community Center 

complex.  

As for the 5th to 8th Graders (as of fall 2020), we are working on a day trip camp for these 

children. This would be four weeks in July, Monday to Thursday each week. We will use the 

pool for one morning and a trip each day for the other three days of each week. If you have a 

suggestion for a day trip location, please email me the idea. 



More information will be out in the coming weeks. 

  

The other wrinkle in the summer schedule is that the first day of school is Monday, September 

14th.  

The superintendent is working to open two of the schools by August 31st for additional 

programming from private businesses. When that information is confirmed it will be offered to 

the community from the Board of Education. I am told there are many details to work out before 

that information will be released.  

As for the Recreation Department, we are attempting to open the Verona Pool for an additional 

5 days. That is Tuesday, September 8th to Saturday, September 12th.  I say "attempting" to 

open because it will completely depend on the availability of our lifeguards. It is always difficult 

to find available lifeguards at the end of August because they are the students that play football, 

soccer, field hockey, participate in marching band, and cheer. Even though the Verona Schools 

are not open, the other districts are in full swing, so our students will be too. That will make it a 

challenge to secure enough guards to open the pool safely. 

The Verona Pool guards will be given incentives to work those 5 days and they will have to 

confirm their availability. If we have enough guards agreeable to work the "Labor Day Week", I 

will post that at the pool and put it out through Community Pass in July.  

Lastly, please note that summer job opportunities this summer will be in short supply. Returning 

employees will have the first shot at the jobs and not all of them can be hired this summer. The 

best opportunity for work this summer is as a lifeguard. If you can swim, get trained to be a 

lifeguard. The first place to look for training is at the American Red Cross.  

Please know that as our plans get confirmed, I will get you the information. 

Please feel free to email me any questions. 



  

Thank you,  

Jim Cunningham 

Director of Community Services  

Verona 

jcunningham@veronanj.org 

  

  

 

 


